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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-4 and 6-29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-4 and 6-29 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed 10/21/04. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 6-18 and 23-29 were amended. 

3. Claim 5 was canceled. 

4. Claims 1-4 and 6-29 are pending in this Office Action. 

Response to Amendment 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. 

6. The Objections to Claims 2, 3, 5, 7, 18, 19 and 20 for minor informalities are 
withdrawn. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claim 22 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 2, "the on- 
line service request" should just be "the request" for consistency. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

.(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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9. Claims 1-4 and 6-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent 6,678,731 by Howard et al. (Howard) in view of U.S. Patent 6,590,588 
by Lincke et al. (Lincke). 

10. With respect to Claim 1 , Howard teaches a method of using a communications 
device to access an on-line service provided by a network server (Col. 1 lines 7-20), the 
method comprising: accessing a proxy server based service (Col. 6 lines 58-67) in order 
to obtain information required by the network server in order to process a request to the 
on-line service (Col. 7 lines 16-27 and lines 48-64); wherein the request to the on-line 
service is sent via a secure connection previously established between the 
communications device and the network server (Col. 9 lines 57-65); and sending the 
information to the network server via the secure connection with the network server 
(Col. 7 lines 58 - Col. 8 line 12 and Col. 9 lines 43-62). While Howard teaches a generic 
communications device suitable for connecting to common networking environments 
(See Col. 4 line 14 - Col. 5 line 41), Howard does not explicitly disclose the 
communications device is as mobile communications device. Lincke teaches common 
communication devices for connecting to networks such as the Internet include mobile 
communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
take the method disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated by Lincke such that the 
method further comprises using a mobile communications device and wherein the 
request to the on-line service is sent via a secure connection previously established 
between the mobile communications device and the network server. One would be 
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motivated to have this as it is desirable to access networks such as the Internet through 
mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 

1 1 . With respect to Claim 2, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 1 and further teaches determining what information is required by the network 
server in order to process the request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62 of 
Howard). 

12. With respect to Claim 3, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 2 and further teaches determining what information is required by the network 
server comprises: sending the request (Col. 6 lines 43-55 and Col. 8 lines 1-13 of 
Howard) to the network server via the secure connection (Col. 9 lines 57-65 of Howard); 
and receiving a response to said request, said response being indicative of the required 
information (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62 of Howard). 

13. With respect to Claim 4, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 3 and further teaches accessing the proxy based service includes forwarding said 
response to the proxy server for processing (Col. 6 lines 53-57 and Col. 8 lines 56-65 of 
Howard). 

14. With respect to Claim 6, Howard teaches a method for a proxy server to provide 
a proxy server based service to a communications device (Col. 1 lines 7-20 of Howard), 
the method comprising: receiving a request from the communications device to access 
the proxy server based service (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); processing 
said request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62 of Howard); and sending the 
result of said processing to the communications device for forwarding to a network 
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server via a secure connection previously established between the communications 
device and the network server (Col. 8 lines 1-4 and Col. 9 lines 57-62 of Howard). 
While Howard teaches a generic communications device suitable for connecting to 
common networking environments (See.Col. 4 line 14 - Col. 5 line 41), Howard does not 
explicitly disclose the communications device is as mobile communications device. 
Lincke teaches common communication devices for connecting to networks such as the 
Internet include mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 
line 24). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the method disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated 
by Lincke such that the communications device is a mobile communications device. 
One would be niotivated to have this as it is desirable to access networks such as the 
Internet through mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 
line 24 of Lincke). 

1 5. With respect to Claim 7, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 6 and further teaches wherein the request is the form of a response previously 
generated by the network server in reply to a request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 
43-62 of Howard) by the mobile communications device (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - 
Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke) to access an on-line service provided by the network server 
(Col. 6 lines 43-55 and Col. 8 lines 1-13 of Howard), the method then comprising 
providing a protocol to understand said response (Col. 4 lines 3-13 and Col. 9 lines 19- 
51 of Howard). 
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1 6. With respect to Claim 8, Howard teaches a method for a network server to 
provide an on-line service to a communications device (Col. 1 lines 7-20), the method 
comprising: receiving a request (Col. 6 lines 43-55 and Col. 8 lines 1-13 of Howard) 
from the communications device during a secure connection previously established with 
the communications device (Col. 9 lines 57-65), the request being to the on-line service 
(Col. 6 lines 43-55 and Col. 8 lines 1-13); generating a response to said request, the 
response indicating additional information that is required by the network server in order 
to process said request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62) and said response 
being in a format which is understandable by a proxy server associated with the 
communications device (Col. 4 lines 3-13 and Col. 8 lines 56-66); and sending the 
response to the communications device (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62). 
While Howard teaches a generic communications device suitable for connecting to 
common networking environments (See Col. 4 line 14 - Col. 5 line 41), Howard does not 
explicitly disclose the communications device is as mobile communications device. 
Lincke teaches common communication devices for connecting to networks such as the 
Internet include mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 
line 24). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the method disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated 
by Lincke such that the communications device is a mobile communications device. 
One would be motivated to have this as it is desirable to access networks such as the 
Internet through mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 
line 24 of Lincke). 
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17. With respect to Claim 9, Howard teaches a communications device, comprising: 
a processor (Col. 4 lines 19-30); a memory device (Col. 4 lines 19-51) having stored 
therein a code, which when executed by the processor causes the communications 
device to allow a user to input a request to an on-line service provided by a network 
server (Col. 6 lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 1-13 and Col. 9 lines 19-21); determine whether 
additional information is required by the network server in order to service the request 
(Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); access a proxy server based service in order 
to obtain any additional information required by the network server (Col. 7 lines 58-67 
and Col. 9 lines 43-62); and send a request to the network server, said request 
including the additional information (Col. 8 lines 1-13 and Col. 9 lines 43-62), wherein 
the request is part of a secure connection previously established between the 
communications device and the network server (Col. 9 lines 57-65). Howard does not 
explicitly disclose the communications device is as mobile communications device. 
Lincke teaches common communication devices for connecting to networks such as the 
Internet include mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 
line 24). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the communications device disclosed by Howard and 
modify it as indicated by Lincke such that the communications device is a mobile 
communications device. One would be motivated to have this as it is desirable to 
access networks such as the Internet through mobile communications devices (Col. 2 
lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 
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18. With respect to Claim 10, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 9 and further teaches wherein the code to determine whether additional 
information is required by the network server comprises: instructions to establish the 
secure connection with the network server (Col. 9 lines 57-62 of Howard); instructions to 
send the user input request to the network server via said secure connection (Col. 6 
lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 1-13 and Col. 9Jines 19-21 of Howard); and instructions to 
analyze a response to said request, received from the network server, in order to 
ascertain what additional information is required (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43- 
62 of Howard). 

19. With respect to Claim 1 1 , Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 10 and further teaches wherein the code to access the proxy server based 
service comprises instructions to establish a connection with the proxy server, said 
instructions being executable before the instructions to establish a connection with the 
network server (Col. 5 lines 61-67 and Col. 6 lines 58-62 and Col. 9 lines 5-10 of 
Howard). 

20. With respect to Claim 12, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 1 1 and further teaches wherein the code to access the proxy based service 
comprises: instructions to create a proxy service request based on the response from 
the network server (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62 of Howard); and 
instructions to send the proxy service request to the proxy server via the connection 
with the proxy server (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62 of Howard). 
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21 . With respect to Claim 13, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 1 1 and further teaches wherein the code to access the proxy based service 
includes instructions to forward the response from the network server to the proxy 
server via the connection with the proxy server (Col. 9 lines 19-47 and Col. 8 lines 56- 
66 of Howard). , 

22. With respect to Claim 14, Howard teaches a proxy server comprising: a 
processor (Col. 4 lines 19-22); and a memory device (Col. 4 lines 19-22), having stored 
therein a code, which when executed by the processor causes the proxy server to: 
receive a request from a communication device to a proxy server based service (Col. 6 
lines 58-6, Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); process the request (Col. 7 lines 
58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); and send the result of said processing to the 
communications device for forwarding to a network server (Col. 8 lines 1-13 and Col. 9 
lines 43-62) via a secure connection previously established between the 
communications device and the network server (Col, 9 lines 57-65). Howard does not 
explicitly disclose the communications device is as mobile communications device. 
Lincke teaches common communication devices for connecting to networks such as the 
Internet include mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 
line 24). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the proxy server disclosed by Howard and modify it as 
indicated by Lincke such that the communications device is a mobile communications 
device. One would be motivated to have this as it is desirable to access networks such 
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as the Internet through mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - 
Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 

23. With respect to Claim 15, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 14 and further teaches wherein the code has portions which when executed 
perform a sequence of steps corresponding to a particular proxy service, the code 
further comprising instructions to execute a portion of the code corresponding to a 
particular proxy service based on the request from the mobile (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 
65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke) communications device (Col. 7 lines 20-47, Col. 7 lines 58- 
67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62 of Howard). 

24. With respect to Claim 16, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 14 and further teaches wherein the memory device further comprises a protocol 
stored therein to enable the processor to understand the request from the mobile (Col. 2 
lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke) communications device, in the event of 
said request being generated by a network server (Col. 9 lines 43-62 and Col. 8 lines 
56-66 of Howard). 

25. With respect to Claim 17, Howard teaches a network server, comprising: a 
processor (Col. 4 lines 19-22); and a memory device (Col. 4 lines 19-22) having stored 
therein executable code, which when executed by the processor causes the network 
server to receive a request from a communications device to an on-line service resident 
on the network server (Col. 6 lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 1-13 and Col. 9 lines 19-22) 
wherein the request is part of a secure connection previously established between the 
network server and the communications'device (Col. 9 lines 57-65); generate a 



Application/Control Number: 09/838,077 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2155 

response to said request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62), the response 
indicating what additional information is required by the network server in order to 
process said request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62) and said response 
being in a format which is understandable by a proxy server associated with the 
communications device (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); and send the 
response to the communications device (Col. 7 lines 58 - Col. 8 line 12 and Col. 9 lines 
43-62). Howard does not explicitly disclose the communications device is as mobile 
communications device. Lincke teaches common communication devices for 
connecting to networks such as the Internet include mobile communications devices 
(Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to take the network server 
disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated by Lincke such that the communications 
device is a mobile communications device. One would be motivated to have this as it is 
desirable to access networks such as the Internet through mobile communications 
devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 
26. With respect to Claim 18, Howard teaches a machine readable program storage 
medium, having stored therein executable code, which when executed on a 
communications device, performs a method of using a communications device to 
access an on-line service provided by a network server (Col. 1 lines 7-20), the method 
comprising: accessing a proxy server based service (Col. 6 lines 58-67) in order to 
obtain information required by the network server in order to process a request to the 
on-line service (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62), wherein the request is part of 
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a secure connection previously established between the communications device and 
the network server (Col. 9 lines 57-65); and sending the information to the network 
server via a secure connection with the network server (Col. 7 lines 58 - Col. 8 line 12 
and Col. 9 lines 43-62). Howard does not explicitly disclose the communications device 
is as mobile communications device. Lincke teaches common communication devices 
for connecting to networks such as the Internet include mobile communications devices 
(Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to take the method disclosed 
by Howard and modify it as indicated by Lincke such that the communications device is 
a mobile communications device. One would be motivated to have this as it is desirable 
to access networks such as the Internet through mobile communications devices (Col. 2 
lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 

27. With respect to Claim 19, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 18 and further teaches first determining what information is required by the 
network server in order to process the request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62 
of Howard). 

28. With respect to Claim 20, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 19 and further teaches determining what information is required by the network 
server comprises: sending the request to the network server in a secure manner (Col. 6 
lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 1-13 and Col. 9 lines 19-22 of Howard); receiving a response to 
said request, said response being indicative of the required information (Col. 7 lines 58- 
67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62 of Howard). . 
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29. With respect to Claim 21 , Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 20 and further teaches accessing the proxy based service includes forwarding 
said response to the proxy server for processing (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43- 
62 of Howard). • 

30. With respect to Claim 22, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 21 and further teaches the on-line service request (Col. 6 lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 
1-13 and Col. 9 lines 19-22 of Howard) is sent via a secure connection with the network 
server (Col. 9 lines 57-62 of Howard) and the proxy server is accessed via a connection 
with the proxy server (Col. 8 lines 56-66 of Howard), the method comprising 
establishing the connection with the proxy server prior to establishing the connection 
with the network server (Col. 5 lines 61-67 and Col. 6 lines 58-62 and Col. 9 lines 5-10 
of Howard). 

31 . With respect to Claim 23, Howard teaches a machine readable program storage 
medium, having stored therein executable code, which when executed on a proxy 
server, performs a method for the proxy server to provide a proxy server based service 
to a communications device (Col. 1 lines 7-20), the method comprising: receiving a 
request from the communications device to the proxy server based service (Col. 7 lines 
58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); processing said request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 
lines 43-62); and sending the result of said processing to the communications device for 
forwarding to a network server (Col. 7 lines 58 - Col. 8 line 12 and Col. 9 lines 43-62) 
via a secure connection previously established between the mobile communications 
device and the network server (Col. 9 lines 57-65). Howard does not explicitly disclose 
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the communications device is as mobile communications device. Lincke teaches 
common communication devices for connecting to networks such as the Internet include 
mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to take the method disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated by Lincke such that 
the communications device is a mobile communications device. One would be 
motivated to have this as it is desirable to access networks such as the Internet through 
mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 

32. With respect to Claim 24, Howard in view of Lincke teaches all the limitations of 
Claim 23 and further teaches the request is the form of a response previously generated 
by the network server in reply to a request by the mobile (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - 
Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke) communications device to access an on-line service provided 
by the network server (Col. 6 lines 43-66 of Howard), the method then comprising 
providing a protocol to understand said response (Col. 4 lines 3-13 and Col. 9 lines 19- 
51 of Howard). 

33. With respect to Claim 25, Howard teaches a machine readable program storage 
medium, having stored therein executable code, which when executed by a network 
server, performs a method for the network server to provide an on-line service to a 
communications device (Col. 1 lines 7-20), the method comprising: receiving a request 
from the communications device to the on-line service (Col. 6 lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 1- 
13 and Col. 9 lines 19-22) the request being part of a previously established secure 
connection between the communications device and the network server (Col. 9 lines 57- 
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65); generating a response to said request, the response indicating additional 
information that is required by the network server in order to process said request (Col. 
7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62) and said response being in a format which is 
understandable by a proxy server associated with the communications device (Col. 7 
lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); and sending the response to the communications 
device (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62). Howard does not explicitly disclose 
the communications device is as mobile communications device. Lincke teaches 
common communication devices for connecting to networks such as the Internet include 
mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to take the method disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated by Lincke such that 
the communications device is a mobile communications device. One would be 
motivated to have this as it is desirable to access networks such as the Internet through 
mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 
34. With respect to Claim 26, Howard teaches a communications device (Col. 4 lines 
14-17) comprising: means for allowing a user to input a request to an on-line service 
provided by a network server (Col. 6 lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 1-13 and Col. 9 lines 19- 
22); means for determining whether additional information is required by the network 
server in order to service the request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); means 
for accessing a proxy server based service in order to obtain any additional information 
required by the network server (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); and means 
for sending a request to the network server, said request including the additional 
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information (Col. 7 lines 58 - Col. 8 line 12 and Col. 9 lines 43-62), wherein the request 
is part of a secure connection previously established between the communications 
device and the network server (Col. 9 lines 57-65). Howard does not explicitly disclose 
the communications device is as mobile communications device. Lincke teaches 
common communication devices for connecting to networks such as the Internet include 
mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to take the device disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated by Lincke such that 
the communications device is a mobile communications device. One would be 
motivated to have this as it is desirable to access networks such as the Internet through 
mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 
35. With respect to Claim 27, Howard teaches a proxy server comprising: means for 
receiving a request from a communications device (Col. 9 lines 19-62 and Col. 8 lines 
56-66); means for processing the request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); 
and means for sending the result of said processing to the communications device (Col. 
7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62) for forwarding to a network server (Col. 7 lines 58 - 
Col. 8 line 12 and Col. 9 lines 43-62) via a secure connection previously established 
between the communications device and the network server (Col. 9 lines 57-65). 
Howard does not explicitly disclose the communications device is as mobile 
communications device. Lincke teaches common communication devices for 
connecting to networks such as the Internet include mobile communications devices 
(Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24). It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to take the proxy server 
disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated by Lincke such that the communications 
device is a mobile communications device. One would be motivated to have this as it is 
desirable to access networks such as the Internet through mobile communications 
devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 
36. With respect to Claim 28, Howard teaches a method of using a communications 
device to access an on-line service provided by a network server (Col. 1 lines 1-20), the 
method comprising; establishing a connection between the communications device and 
a proxy server (Col. 9 lines 5-10), the proxy server being configured to provide a proxy 
based service to the communications device (Col. 9 lines 5-10); establishing a second 
connection between the communications device and a network server (Col. 9 lines 57- 
65), wherein the second connection is a secure connection that co-exists with the first 
connection (Col. 9 lines 5-10 and lines 57-62); sending a request for information to the 
network server via the secure connection (Col. 6 lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 1-13 and Col. 
9 lines 19-22); receiving a reply to the request from the network server, the reply being 
indicative of additional information required by the network server in order to process 
the request (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); using the connection between 
the communications device and the proxy server to access the proxy server based 
service (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62), the service being able to provide the 
additional information (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); receiving the 
additional information from the proxy server via the connection therewith (Col. 7 lines 
58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62); and sending an enhanced request to the network server 
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via the secure connection therewith, the enhanced request including the additional 
information (Col. 7 lines 58 - Col. 8 line 12 and Col. 9 lines 43-62). Howard does not 
explicitly disclose the communications device is as mobile communications device. 
Lincke teaches common communication devices for connecting to networks such as the 
Internet include mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 
line 24). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to take the method disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated 
by Lincke such that the communications device is a mobile communications device. 
One would be motivated to have this as it is desirable to access networks such as the 
Internet through mobile communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 
line 24 of Lincke). 

37. With respect to Claim 29, Howard teaches a method for a proxy server to provide 
a proxy based service to a communications device (Col. 1 lines 1-20), the method 
comprising: receiving a request from the communications device to access the proxy 
server based service (Col. 9 lines 19-62 and Col. 8 lines 56-66); processing said 
request by generating an enhanced request including additional information provided by 
the proxy server based service (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43-62), the additional 
information being required by a network server in order to service a request for 
information sent by the communications device (Col. 7 lines 58-67 and Col. 9 lines 43- 
62) via a previously established secure connection with the network server (Col. 9 lines 
57-65); and sending the enhanced request to the communications device for forwarding 
to the network server via the previously established secure connection (Col. 7 lines 58 - 
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Col. 8 line 12 and Col. 9 lines 43-62). Howard does not explicitly disclose the 
communications device is as mobile communications device. Lincke teaches common 
communication devices for connecting to networks such as the Internet include mobile 
communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
take the method disclosed by Howard and modify it as indicated by Lincke such that the 
communications device is a mobile communications device. One would be motivated to 
have this as it is desirable to access networks such as the Internet through mobile 
communications devices (Col. 2 lines 5-26 and line 65 - Col. 3 line 24 of Lincke). 

Response to Arguments 

38. Applicants' arguments filed 10/21/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

39. Applicants argue - "In the system of Howard, the authentication request to the 
authentication server cannot be "in order to obtain information required by the network 
server in order to process a request that is sent to the network server via a secure 
connection previously established between the client computer system and the network 
server", as recited in Claim 1. The reason for this is that no connection between the 
client computer system and the network server is possible until the network server 
authenticates the client computer system and in order to authenticate the client 
computer system, the network server requires authentication information from the 
authentication server. Thus, in the system of Howard, the authentication server is not 
accessed in order to obtain information required by the network server in order to 
process a request to the network server sent via a secure connection previously 
established with the network server" 
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a. Howard explicitly states in Col. 9, lines 57-65, 

"In an embodiment of the invention, a particular affiliate server may utilize 
only a portion of the services available from the authentication server. For 
example, t he affiliate server may perform its own authentication for the 
user , but request the user profile information from the authentication 
server." 

b. Clearly, an affiliate server (the network server providing an on-line service) 
can perform its own authentication of the client to form a secure connection 
instead of using the authentication server. This authentication can be done as is 
known in the art as described in the background of Howard (see Col. 1 lines 36- 
49). As Howard explicitly states, the affiliate server may only require the 
authentication server to provide the user profile information in response to 
requests for that affiliate server's services (Col. 6 lines 43-55, Col. 8 lines 1-13 
and Col. 9*lines 19-22). If the affiliate server does its own authentication, the 
client must be authenticated before the client can request the associated service 
or services. In other words, the secure connection is "previously established 
between the client computer system and network server". Only after this secure 
connection is established, will the client access the authentication server for 
whatever user profile information that was requested by the affiliate server in 
response to the client's request. Therefore, Howard's teachings are within the 
scope of "accessing a proxy server based service in order to obtain information 
required by the network server in order to process a request to the on-line 
service, wherein the request to the on-line service is sent via a secure connection 



Application/Control Number: 09/838,077 
Art Unit: 2155 



Page 21 



previously established between the client computer system and the network 
server". 

40. Applicants argue - "Moreover, Howard fails to teach or suggest that a secure 
connection is established between the client computer system and the network server" 

c. When an affiliate server (the network server) performs their own 
authentication of the client as stated in Col. 9, lines 57-65, the client is generally 
required to provide a login ID and password as described in the background (Col. 
1 lines 36-49). This authentication is unique to the client and protects private or 
confidential data. While this can be broadly interpreted as a secure connection, 
Howard also teaches confidential data, including login information, can be 
encrypted through various security protocols (Col. 7 lines 1-15). Therefore, 
Howard teaches establishing a secure connection between the client computer 
system and the network server. 

41 . Applicants argue - "Howard fails to disclose that the client computer system 100 
maintains a connection with an affiliate server 104, which connection co-exists with a 
connection with an authentication server 110" 

d. As explained above, an affiliate server (the network server) may perform 

their own authentication of the client as stated in Col. 9, lines 57-65. In regards 
to the authentication server, the client may (Col. 6 lines 53-67) or may not (Col. 9 
lines 5-10) have already established a connection with the authentication server. 
In either case, the client must establish a connection with the authentication 
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server in order to obtain the information required by the affiliate server in 
response to a request for the affiliate server's service or services (Col. 9 lines 57- 
62). Since the client will have already established a connection with the affiliate 
server that performs its own authentication, the client, in obtaining the required 
information, will have a connection with the authentication server that co-exists 
with the established secure connection to the affiliate server. Therefore, 
Howard's teachings are within the scope of "wherein the second connection is a 
secure connection that co-exists with the first connection". 

Conclusion 

42. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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43. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Lazaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3986. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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